The Chairman of the Publications Committee hoped that the first edition of the new International Newsletter would appear in the December issue of the Journal. Willem Eisma (Netherlands) retired as Chairman of the Publications Committee and Melvin Stills (USA) was appointed as its new Chairman.
Ernst Marquardt has agreed to chair the Committee on the Limb Deficient Child. The first task for this Committee will be to organize the "ISPO Symposium on the Limb Deficient Child" to be held in Heidelberg from 27th August -1st September 1988.
International Organizations
The President of INTERBOR, Jacques van Rolleghem, reported that arrangements for the INTERBOR Congress in Barcelona were going well. He thanked ISPO for its co-operation during the planning stages and for the participation of ISPO members in the Scientific Programme. Arrangements had been made to hold a meeting of a joint education commission between ISPO and INTERBOR during the Congress.
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had indicated that they would be sending a representative to the ISPO Workshop on the 'Upgrading of Short Course Trained Technicians in Developing Countries'. They also indicated that a project had been initiated in Afghanistan which would include a training programme for Afghan prosthetists and invited ISPO's participation in the preparation of the Syjlabus. Progress on this project had been delayed due to a number of problems which were now largely overcome and it was anticipated that the project would start in the near future. It was also the intention of ICRC to send an observer to the meeting in Cairo in August organized by ARUILO.
The Honorary Secretary reported on a meeting in Geneva in June organized by the World Health Organization (WHO). The purpose of the meeting was to hold informal discussions on how to improve the production and delivery of low cost appliances in developing countries. A report of that meeting will be issued in due course by WHO.
The arrangements for the 16th Rehabilitation International (RI) Congress to be held in Tokyo in September 1988 were well advanced. The President of ISPO would make a plenary presentation on "Technology creating new realities". In addition, ISPO would be responsible for organizing a session on "Changes in prosthetics and orthotics with regard to new technology". Moms Milner is to be RI/ ICTA representative on the Executive Board.
The World Rehabilitation Fund (WRF) would send a representative to the meeting on "Upgrading of Short Course Trained Technicians in Developing Countries."
The Honorary Secretary had been in contact with Internationaler Verband der Orthopadie Schuhtechniker (NO) in order to explore future collaboration between the two organizations.
World Orthopaedic Concern (WOC) would also send a representative to the meeting on "Upgrading of Short Course Trained Technicians in Developing Countries". Rene Baumgartner (FRG) and Georg Neff (FRG) would be delivering papers on the role of ISPO in the Developing World at the WOC session to take place at the S&ete Internationale de Chirurgie Orthopedique et de Traumatologie (SICOT) Congress to be held in Munich in August. Ernst Marquardt (FRG) indicated that there would be a separate section on Prosthetics and Orthotics at the SICOT Congress and this was being arranged in collaboration with ISPO.
Congresses
The Honorary Treasurer reported that the Final Accounts for the Copenhagen Congress would be available shortly. Seishi Sawamura (Japan) reported on the progress with regard to the 1989 Japanese Congress. A number of suggestions had been made regarding content, speakers, chairmen etc. for the main topic sessions, panel sessions and instructional courses. The Programme Committee would be contacting individuals in the near luture and hoped €or an early response. Two invitations to host the 1992 Congress had been received: one from Sweden and the other from USA. The Executive Board discussed these invitations and decided to approach both groups requesting further details. Future Activities a) Arrangements for the Symposium on the "Traumatic Amputee" to be held in Herzliya, Israel in September were almost completed. Eight Executive Board members would be participating in the programme and a special meeting was arranged for those members at that time. b) Willem Eisma (Netherlands) reported that the arrangements for the meeting in the Netherlands from 28th-30th October were nearing completion. He had been working in close cooperation with the National Member Societies of Netherlands, Belgium and Germany with regard to the programme. The President would be performing the Opening Ceremony and George Murdoch would be giving the keynote paper on the state of the art. c) Planning for the Symposium on the Limb Deficient Child from 27th August-1st September, 1988 in Heidelberg had now begun and the first announcement appears elsewhere in this issue. d) An International Conference on Wheelchairs and Special Seating is being organized to take place in Dundee from 12th-16th September, 1988. It is being organized by the Department of Orthopaedic and Traumatic Surgery, University of Dundee in collaboration with the Tayside Rehabilitation Engineering Services (TRES) and in association with ISPO.
Tape Slide Set
Melvin Stills (USA) had presented some work on the development of a 'Tape Slide Set' which describes the workings of the Society. When the Tape Slide Set is completed, it is anticipated that copies will be made available to National Member Societies for general use.
Sponsoring Members
The Executive Board agreed to the proposal put forward by the United Kingdom National Member Society that in future, Sponsoring Members should each receive three copies of 'Prosthetics and Orthotics International'.
